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WIttENBERG UNIVERSItY
One Hundred Sixty-Eighth Commencement

Processional

Pomp and Circumstance, Military March No. 1 by Edward Elgar

Invocation

The Rev. Dr. Anders S. Tune, The David and Carol Matevia Endowed University Pastor

Pastor: We begin this Commencement in the name of our life-giving and gracious God, 
the source of all goodness and truth, known in Christian confession as Father, Son and  
Holy Spirit.

People: Amen.

Responsive Reading. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                          Psalm 145

Pastor: Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised; there is no end to his greatness.

People: One generation shall praise your works to another, and shall declare  
your power.

Pastor: I will ponder the glorious splendor of your majesty, and all your marvelous works.

People: They shall speak of the might of your wondrous acts, and I will tell  
of your greatness.

Pastor: They shall publish the remembrance of your great goodness; they shall sing of your 
righteous deeds.

People: The Lord is gracious and full of compassion, slow to anger and of  
great kindness.

Pastor: The Lord is loving to everyone, and his compassion is over all his works.

People: All your works praise you, O Lord, and your faithful servants bless you.

Pastor: The Lord upholds all those who fall; he lifts up those who are bowed down.

People: The eyes of all wait upon you, O Lord, and you give them their food 
in due season.

Pastor: You open wide your hand, and satisfy the needs of every living creature.

People: The Lord is righteous in all his ways, and loving in all his works.

Pastor: The Lord is near to those who call upon him, to all who call upon him faithfully.

People: My mouth shall speak the praise of the Lord; let all flesh bless his holy 
name forever and ever.

Lesson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                            Philippians 4:8-9

Pastor: In his letter to the Philippians, the Apostle Paul writes:

Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, 
whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is 
anything worthy of praise, think about these things. Keep on doing the things that you have 
learned and received and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you.

The Prayer



Welcome And Remarks 
Dr. Michael L. Frandsen, President of the University

Remarks 
Ms. Mecca A. Abdul-Aziz, President of the Class of 2018

Conferring of Honorary Degrees

Ambassador Robert C. Perry ‘67, Doctor of Humane Letters 
Presented by Dr. Bin Yu, Professor of Political Science 
His Majesty King Letsie III, the Constitutional Monarch of Lesotho, Doctor of Humane Letters 
Presented by Dr. Scott Rosenberg, Professor of History; Director, African & Diaspora Studies

Wittenberg Medal of Honor

Warren R. Copeland 
Presented by Dr. Wendell Lutz ‘66, Wittenberg Board of Directors

Address

His Majesty King Letsie III, the Constitutional Monarch of Lesotho

Conferring of Master’s Degrees

Master of Arts in Education 
Master of Science in Analytics 
Presented by Dr. Thomas E. Kaplan, Dean, School of Graduate and Professional Studies

Conferring of Baccalaureate Degrees

Bachelor of Arts 
Bachelor of Music Education 
Bachelor of Science 
Bachelor of Science in Nursing
Presented by Dr. Thomas E. Kaplan, Dean 
School of Graduate and Professional Studies

Tassel Ceremony 
Dr. Michael L. Frandsen,  
President of the University

Alumni Association Welcome 
Ms. Allison M. Scaia ’09, President 



Alma Mater, the Spirit of Wittenberg, is a traditional honor that began in June 1920. It is 
the highest honor bestowed upon a junior female student who exemplifies the qualities of 
leadership, scholarship and service during her four years at the university.
Alma Lux, a new tradition, was established in 2003. It is the highest honor bestowed 
upon a junior male student who exemplifies the qualities of leadership, scholarship and 
service during his four years at the university.

Benediction

The Rev. Anders S. Tune, The David and Carol Matevia Endowed University Pastor

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine upon you and be 
gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor, and give you peace. 

People: Amen.

Recessional

Please remain seated until recessional ends.

Commencement Marshals
 
Dr. Julius D. Bailey 
Associate Professor of Philosophy

Dr. Stefne L. Broz 
Associate Professor of Communication

Dr. Kristin K. Cline 
Professor of Chemistry

Dr. Ray C. Dudek 
Associate Professor of Chemistry

Dr. D. Scot Hinson 
Associate Professor of English

Dr. Rick A. Incorvati 
Professor of English

 
Dr. Michelle L. McWhorter 
Associate Professor of Biology

Dr. Richard S. Phillips 
Associate Professor of Biology

Dr. Katie M. Warber 
Associate Professor of Communication, 
Grand Marshal 1 Tf
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DIStINGUISHED GUEStS
Robert Perry 



CANDIDAtES FOR DEGREES
This program contains the names of candidates for Commencement. Degree certification 
is subject to the completion of all degree requirements and is validated by the Office of the 
Registrar. All academic honors noted below are based on cumulative grade-point averages 
calculated at the end of the 2017 fall semester, which do not take spring semester grades into 
account. Honors awarded at Commencement will be determined by each student’s final 
cumulative grade-point average, calculated at the end of the 2018 spring semester. The degrees 
are awarded within the fields of major concentration. The second major concentration, if any, is 
shown under the candidate’s name.

Degrees are awarded upon successful completion of all degree requirements. Participation 
at Commencement or listing of student’s name in the program does not guarantee degree 
conferral.

Master of Arts 
In Education
Dr. Roberta Linder
Associate Professor of Education 
Director

Carla Jean Patrick
Springboro, Ohio

Master of Science 
In Analytics
Mr. Kevin Steidel
Assistant Professor of Practice 
in Business 
Director





Rebecca Leigh Wells
Cum Laude
Findlay, Ohio

Brianna Janelle Yee
Las Vegas, Nevada

Business
Mr. John Fenimore
Adjunct Assistant Professor of 
Business

Accounting

Bachelor of Arts

Katherine A. Andrulis
Brookfield, Illinois

Caroline Michaelene Giardina
(Finance)
Pickerington, Ohio

Sydney R. Granito
(Finance)
Mentor, Ohio

Allison Marie Hoendorf
(Finance)
Springfield, Ohio

Andrew Baillie Houliston
(Finance)
Cum Laude
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Alisha Desiree Karns
(Finance)
Summa Cum Laude
Urbana, Ohio

Kendall Trey Kramer
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Ryan Quinn Maguire
(Finance)
Summa Cum Laude
Cincinnati, Ohio

Mark Nicholas Schult
(Finance)
Edgewood, Kentucky

Andrew Lewis Swart
(Management)
Cincinnati, Ohio

Andrew Daniel Yokum
(Finance)
Waterville, Ohio

Dr. Wendy Gradwohl
Associate Professor of Business
Department Chair

Entrepreneurship

Bachelor of Arts

Robert M. Berkshire
Springfield, Ohio

Jesse Jack Kolinac
Boca Raton, Florida

Jessica Nycole Nazareth
New Richmond, Ohio

Finance

Bachelor of Arts

Matthew T. Bayler
Brownsburg, Indiana

Maxim Karol Boone
Cum Laude
Lancaster, Ohio

Samantha Marie DiGiacomo
Summa Cum Laude
North Canton, Ohio

Cameron Bryan Ferguson
Westerville, Ohio

Abigail Cora Haab
Magna Cum Laude
Departmental Honors in Business
University Honors
Dublin, Ohio

Joseph Dominic Carter Hatina
(Sport Management)
Rocky River, Ohio

Lauren Elizabeth Hofer
Summa Cum Laude
Avon, Indiana

James Alex McCarty
Lebanon, Ohio

Irene Noel Presper
(Spanish)
Cum Laude
Akron, Ohio

Daniel Todd Roberts
Findlay, Ohio

Chad Alexander Roy
Toledo, Ohio

Madeline E. Roy
(Economics)
Worthington, Ohio

Gregory T. Smith
Grove City, Ohio

Kyle Engle Smith
Springboro, Ohio

Management

Bachelor of Arts

Morgan James Beechey
York, Pennsylvania

Trey N. Ellis
Jamestown, Ohio

Tyler Wayne Everidge
Bellbrook, Ohio

Ryan Michael Fallon
Cum Laude
Cleveland, Ohio

Alex Poole Grashel



Christopher Dale Sloneker
(Biology) 
Magna Cum Laude
Monroe, Ohio

Jack David Smith
Cum Laude
North Olmsted, Ohio

Julia Katherine Smith
Worthington, Ohio

Keenan Chase Wilson
Eaton, Ohio

Marketing

Bachelor of Arts

Zachary Paul Armstrong
Union City, Ohio

Alexander J. Benoit
Centerville, Massachusetts

Sarah Rose Billiar
Marysville, Ohio

Rachel Lyndsay Billman
Newark, Ohio

Samantha Elizabeth Davis
Westerville, Ohio

Corbin Michael Dennis
Columbus, Ohio

Nathan John Fairand
Dublin, Ohio

Chandler Allan Ferko
Cum Laude
Plain City, Ohio





Jessica N. Miller
Summa Cum Laude
Orient, Ohio

Mackenzie Faith Morehouse
Summa Cum Laude
Departmental Honors in 
Education
University Honors
Chagrin Falls, Ohio

Courtney Jane Peterson
(Spanish)
Cum Laude
Urbana, Ohio

Rachel Jane Ronda
East Grand Rapids, Michigan

Allison Marie Ruman
Cum Laude
Westerville, Ohio

Rebecca Lynn Watkins
Cum Laude
Springfield, Ohio

Carlie Jean Weir
Cum Laude
Tipp City, Ohio

Kayla Nicole Winn
Summa Cum Laude
Lewis Center, Ohio

English
Dr. Lori Askeland
Associate Professor of English
Department Chair

Bachelor of Arts

Brandon Biggs
Springfield, Ohio

Nichole Lee Bonifay
Springfield, Ohio

Taylor Andrew Clark
Tipp City, Ohio

Amanda Nicole Crawley
Magna Cum Laude
Departmental Honors in English
University Honors
Hilliard, Ohio

Anissa Terese Dann
Summa Cum Laude
Departmental Honors in English
University Honors
Hiram, Maine

Reed Austin Gibson
(Political Science)
Cum Laude
De Graff, Ohio

Kailey Elizabeth Mau
Cum Laude
Huron, Ohio

Stephanie Kay McGregor
Springfield, Ohio

Daniel Thomas Murray
(Sociology)
Summa Cum Laude
Columbus, Ohio

Joseph Thomas Sechrist
Summa Cum Laude
Departmental Honors in English
University Honors
Whitehouse, Ohio

Alexander Vincent Sharp
Summa Cum Laude
Departmental Honors in English
Springfield, Ohio

Jayne Elizabeth O’Zemko Stone
Summa Cum Laude
Departmental Honors in English
Kettering, Ohio

Geology

Environmental Science
Dr. John Ritter
Professor of Geology
Director, Environmental Science

Bachelor of Arts

Tyler Keith Kelley
Chillicothe, Ohio

Kayla Ashley Kinsel
Chillicothe, Ohio

Scott Douglas Sholar II
Indianapolis, Indiana

Bachelor of Science

Samuel Allen Gress
Granville, Ohio

Abigail Grace Henson
Cincinnati, Ohio

Zachary Daniel Hoyer
Cincinnati, Ohio

Dorothy Renee Kennedy
Cincinnati, Ohio

Ian S. Lupica
Kirtland, Ohio

Macenzie Rae Reed
Cincinnati, Ohio

Julia Elizabeth Ross
Fairborn, Ohio

Zachary David Smith
Springfield, Ohio

Chelsea Frances Steffes
(Bachelor of Arts - Economics)



Health, Fitness 
& Sport
Dr. Hung-Sheng Hsu



Hannah Elizabeth Kesig
(Communication)
Cum Laude
Gahanna, Ohio

Kenzie Jo Kush
Waterford, Michigan

Faith Meredith Mahnke
(Economics)
Summa Cum Laude
Worthington, Ohio

Isaac Jules Montalvo
Indianapolis, Indiana

Samantha Marie Petruzzi
(Communication)
Summa Cum Laude
Medina, Ohio

Katherine Ann Watkins
(Sociology)
Louisville, Kentucky

Mathematics
Dr. Douglas Andrews
Professor of Mathematics

Bachelor of Arts

Joshua Luke Durell
(Financial Economics)
Magna Cum Laude
Departmental Honors in 
Economics
University Honors
Indianapolis, Indiana

Benjamin Eric Knochel
(German)
Summa Cum Laude
Departmental Honors in 
Mathematics
University Honors
Cincinnati, Ohio

Adrianne Nicole Krites
Summa Cum Laude



Bachelor of Science

Xavier Ethan Davenport
(Bachelor of Arts - Music, Self-
Designed)
Richwood, Ohio

Political Science
Dr. James Allan
Professor of Political Science
Department Chair

Bachelor of Arts

Amber Kaye Baisden
Cum Laude
Golden, Colorado

Austin Michael Brady
Pickerington, Ohio

Keenan Clark Buchanan
Dublin, Ohio

Adam Jacob Headlee
Summa Cum Laude
Delaware, Ohio

Meredith LeMoyne Hood
Summa Cum Laude
Departmental Honors in Political 
Science
University Honors
Lancaster, Ohio

Shunsuke Kirita
Osaka, Japan

Abbey Leann Larson
Marion, Ohio

Amanda Diane Speirs
Des Moines, Iowa

Charles Paul Stanley IV
Wytheville, Virginia

Stanton Ian Sturgill
Cum Laude
West Carrollton, Ohio

Marcus Anfernee Thomas, Jr.
Cleveland, Ohio

Derek L. Williams
Surprise, Arizona

Katrina Anne Wright
Akron, Ohio

Psychology
Dr. Nancy Woehrle
Assistant Professor of 
Psychology

Bachelor of Arts

Mackenzie Elisha Abel
Cum Laude
Departmental Honors in Psychology



Russian & Central 
Eurasian Program
Dr. Lila Zaharkov
Associate Professor of Languages
Director, International Studies

Bachelor of Arts

Emma Juliet Macklin
Fairfield, Connecticut

Victoria Irene Mohr
(German)
Centerville, Ohio

Valerie Jean Richards
(International Studies)
Columbus, Ohio

School of Graduate & 
Professional Studies
Dr. Thomas Kaplan
Dean, Graduate & Professional 
Studies

Liberal Studies

Bachelor of Arts

Michael Norman Baker
Columbus, Ohio

Organizational 
Leadership

Bachelor of Arts

Lisa Marie Castle
Fort Pierce, Florida

Jacqueline Michelle Toops
South Vienna, Ohio

Self-Designed
Dr. Thomas Kaplan
Dean, Graduate & Professional 
Studies

Bachelor of Arts

Richelle Marie Avers
Archbold, Ohio

Emmaline Colette Higgins
Magna Cum Laude
Self-Designed Major Honors
Severna Park, Maryland

Sierra Lynne Mazurowski
(East Asian Studies)
(International Studies)
Summa Cum Laude



Presidential Scholar
Tyler A. Begg
Caitlin C. Cahoon
Anna E. Fort
Alisha L. Genetin
Amy I. Gilligan
Meredith L. Hood
Abigail R. King
Caitlin L. Martin
Mackenzie F. Morehouse
Kathryn G. Ophardt
Samantha M. Petruzzi
Joseph T. Sechrist
Chelsea F. Steffes
Keaton A. Wood

University Honors
Mackenzie E. Abel
Anna M. Aylor
Libby A. Bauman
Caitlin C. Cahoon
Haley A. Cochran
Amanda N. Crawley
Anissa T. Dann
Joshua L. Durell
Shae M. Eakright
Anna E. Fort
Mikayla L. Garberich
Alisha L. Genetin
Abigail C. Haab
Meredith L. Hood
Benjamin E. Knochel
Caitlin L. Martin
Mackenzie F. Morehouse
Nicholas R. Rigel, Jr.
Joseph T. Sechrist
Kethry R. Warren
Elizabeth A. Wetterstroem

Phi Beta Kappa
Anna M. Aylor
Libby A. Bauman
Sabrina N. Davis
Joshua L. Durell
MacKenzie R. Freeman

Alisha L. Genetin
Amy I. Gilligan
Joseph C. Johnson
Benjamin E. Knochel
Faith M. Mahnke
Alexa L. Murrietta
Irene N. Presper
Jessica L. Skoglund
Kethry R. Warren

Alpha Kappa Delta
Caitlin C. Cahoon
Anna E. Fort
Elizabeth J. McNeill
Daniel T. Murray
Kathryn G. Ophardt
Emily C. Parsons
Alyssa M. Watkins

Alpha Lambda Delta
Mackenzie E. Abel
Rachael R. Albert
Riley M. Alexander
Katherine A. Andrulis
Anna M. Aylor
Cheyenne N. Baughman
Libby A. Bauman
Samantha R. Billstone
Madeline Y. Bones
Erin E. Brubaker
Kayla A. Burkhardt
Elizabeth M. Burns
Caitlin C. Cahoon
Vandana Chaudhary
Haley A. Cochran
Amanda N. Crawley
Anissa T. Dann
Sabrina N. Davis
Samantha M. DiGiacomo
Olivia N. Dominguez
Shae M. Eakright
Sarah P. Farnsworth
Madelyn M. Fischer
Molly S. Fischer
Kelsey C. Fobean

Anna E. Fort
MacKenzie R. Freeman
Mikayla L. Garberich
Amy I. Gilligan



Deanna M. Volz
Kethry R. Warren
Carlie J. Weir
Elizabeth A. Wetterstroem
Sarah A. White
Kayla N. Winn
Brianna J. Yee
Yong Yi Zhong
Rebecca L. Ziska
Victoria S. Zysik

Alpha Phi Omega
Kelsie L. Arlin
Kayla A. Burkhardt
Sabrina N. Davis
Anna E. Fort
Brigid M. Morgan
Seth R. Quay
Zara J. Tickner

Alpha Sigma 
Lambda
Daniel J. Malone
Jayne E. Stone

Beta Beta Beta
Anna M. Aylor
Elizabeth M. Burns
Abigale J. Cannon
Olivia N. Dominguez
Madelyn M. Fischer
Brigid M. Morgan
Hedda M. Samuelson
Kethry R. Warren

Chi Alpha Sigma
Maxim K. Boone
Tanner G. Clarke
Anissa T. Dann
Ryan M. Fallon
Chandler A. Ferko
MacKenzie R. Freeman
Reed A. Gibson
Kelsey A. Gregory
Abigail C. Haab
Theodore J. Hesterman
Lauren E. Hofer
Brighid C. Kortyna
Brigid M. Morgan
Samantha M. Petruzzi
Allison M. Ruman

Christopher D. Sloneker
Olivia I. Stevens
Zara J. Tickner
Olivia M. Verellen
Chelsea R. Zang
Rebecca L. Ziska
Victoria S. Zysik

Epsilon Alpha 
Sigma
Cheyenne N. Baughman
Katherine E. Bunsold
Emmaline C. Higgins
Sierra L. Mazurowski
Kaitlin N. McMurtrie
Andrew L. Swart
Deanna M. Volz

Gamma Sigma 
Alpha
Riley M. Alexander
Carly R. Bockhold
Katherine E. Bunsold
Sabrina N. Davis
Kendall L. DeWine
Samantha M. DiGiacomo
Cayla J. Etter
Jaymi J. Green
Abigail C. Haab
Lauren E. Hofer
Caitlin L. Martin
Samantha M. Petruzzi
Robert J. Prines
Jessica L. Skoglund
Samantha M. Strich
Keaton A. Wood

Ivy Ring
Cheyenne N. Baughman
Libby A. Bauman
Abigale J. Cannon
Sabrina N. Davis
Anna E. Fort
Isabella A. Herman
Caitlin L. Martin
Sierra L. Mazurowski
Mackenzie F. Morehouse
Alexa L. Murrietta
Jessica L. Skoglund
Chelsea F. Steffes
Elizabeth A. Wetterstroem

Kappa Delta Pi
Haley A. Cochran
Molly S. Fischer
Lucas E. George
Molly R. Hopson
Abigail R. King
Adrianne N. Krites
Kailey E. Mau
Jessica N. Miller
Mackenzie F. Morehouse
Courtney J. Peterson
Rebecca L. Watkins
Carlie J. Weir

Lambda Pi Eta
Katherine E. Bunsold
Nicole E. Karavakis
Kylie C. Ponn
Danni Yao

Mortar Board
Libby A. Bauman
Tyler A. Begg
Carly R. Bockhold
Sabrina N. Davis
Cayla J. Etter
MacKenzie R. Freeman
Jaymi J. Green
Abbey L. Larson
Caitlin L. Martin
Hannah L. McCartney
Marietta I. Ojo
Kylie C. Ponn
Seth R. Quay
Ryan D. Roll
Lauren M. Ruddy
Samantha M. Strich
Andrew L. Swart
Stefan W. Thornberry
Zara J. Tickner
Rebecca L. Watkins

Omicron Delta 
Kappa
Mackenzie E. Abel
Libby A. Bauman
Tyler A. Begg
Katherine E. Bunsold
Elizabeth M. Burns
Haley A. Cochran
Sabrina N. Davis



Cayla J. Etter
Amy I. Gilligan
Isabella A. Herman
Molly R. Hopson
Madison L. Leatherwood
Caitlin L. Martin
Alexa L. Murrietta
Samantha M. Petruzzi
Robert J. Prines
Jessica L. Skoglund
Andrew L. Swart
Kethry R. Warren
Rebecca L. Watkins
Keaton A. Wood
Rebecca L. Ziska

Phi Alpha Theta
Mackenzie E. Abel
James L. Goble
Isabella A. Herman
Meredith L. Hood

Phi Eta Sigma
Tyler A. Begg
Maxim K. Boone
Ryan T. Brennaman
Matthew J. Brown
Keenan C. Buchanan
Tanner G. Clarke
Tyler W. Everidge
Luke E. Flechler
Lucas E. George
Reed A. Gibson
James L. Goble
Adam J. Headlee
Zachary D. Hoyer
Joseph C. Johnson
Michael S. Kovack
Ryan Q. Maguire
Daniel T. Murray
Robert J. Prines
Seth R. Quay
Gilbert A. Rutledge
Mark N. Schult



The Wittenberg Luther Cap
The red cap worn by Martin Luther while 
teaching at Germany’s Wittenberg University 
during the Reformation is still being worn 
by designated persons at what is now the only 
Wittenberg University in the world – the one  
in Springfield, Ohio.

The original Wittenberg University, founded 
in 1502 in a little town in Saxony, provided the 
sixteenth-century setting for Martin Luther, 
the man whose reforming activities ultimately 
led to Protestantism. Wittenberg, writes the 



a slit for the arm; and round, open sleeves for the 
doctor’s degree. For the bachelor’s or master’s 
degree the gown has no trimmings. For the 
doctor’s degree it is faced down the front with 
velvet and has three bars of velvet across the 
sleeves in the color distinctive of the faculty or 
discipline to which the degree pertains. Some 
of the colors most frequently seen and the fields 
they represent are: blue – philosophy; purple 
– law; green – medicine; yellow – science; 
light blue – education; red – theology; white – 
literature and humane letters.  The official colors 
of the college may appear in the gown and its 
decorations.

The Cap. When Roman law freed the slave, 
the privilege of wearing a cap was won. And 
so the academic cap is a sign of the freedom of 
scholarship and the responsibility and dignity 

with which scholarship endows the wearer. 
Old poetry records the cap of scholarship 
as square to symbolize the book, although 
some authorities claim that the mortarboard 
is a symbol of the Masons, a privileged guild. 
The color of the tassel on the cap denotes the 
discipline.

The Hood. Heraldically the hood is an 
inverted shield with one or more chevrons of a 
secondary color on the ground of the primary 



A Brief History of Commencement 
Exercises at Wittenberg
The event of Commencement is an old 
academic ritual but one that has undergone 
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