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Dedication

The editors of the History Journal  
would like to dedicate this issue to  
Dr. Raffensperger, who is always pushing 
us to examine what we know a step 
further in order to advance our scholarship 
in more nuanced ways. Without his 
dedication and hard work, the papers  
in this journal would never have  
been written. Thank you.
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Pope Urban II did not advertise the First 
Crusade in the region of northeastern France and the 
Rhineland mid-1090s. Despite the pope’s absence, the 
zealous response to his call for the crusade continued 
as Peter the Hermit began preaching the cause in 
this area himself. As Peter and his recruited band of 
aristocratic and common pilgrims made their way 
through the Rhineland toward Jerusalem, they acted 
as an advertisement for the newly begun First Crusade. 
The passage of these French crusaders through the 
Rhineland set the barons of the Rhineland, who were 
inspirited by crusading ideals, into motion.1 Among 
these enthused barons was the infamous Count 
Emicho of Flonheim, who is in both Christian and 
Jewish interpretations of the event to come attributed 
as the main architect of the violence against the Jewish 
communities in 1096.2 
 The activities of the German barons were, 
although inspired by Peter the Hermit’s crusading 
zeal, not under the direct control of Peter.3 Their 
ensuing anti-Jewish violence against Rhineland’s well-
established Jewish communities reflects an anti-Jewish 
element that existed in classical Christian teaching.4 
The German band of crusaders augmented an anti-
Jewish component to the already loosely established 
crusading goals, resulting in organized efforts to 
destroy major Jewish communities before heading East 
to fulfill the other element of the crusade.5 For the 
enemy of the Christians were not sole in the Jerusalem, 
they also resided much closer to home. In the ranks 
of Count Emicho’s army of twelve-hundred men 
and women, were the French aristocrats Clarembold, 
a noble of Vendeuil and Thomas from the House 
of Coucy.6 Thomas is most known for his psychotic 
behavior some years after the crusade when he ravaged 
the countryside around Laon, Reims, and Amiens 

The Popular Crusade: Following Count Emicho

Zoë Schwartz

leaving the area utterly destroyed, earning him the title 
of “most accursed.”7 While many Jewish communities 
around the Rhine came under attack in 1096, Emicho 
and thus his vassal, Thomas, are only recorded as 
having participated in one, the attack on the Jewish 
community in Mainz.8 
 For two days, the army camped outside 
the closed gates of Mainz and waited for the other 
crusading parties to arrive via the King’s highway.9 
While these groups arrived, the leaders received letters 
of negotiation from the Jewish community of Mainz, 
offering the crusading party money and safe passage 
in exchange for peace having heard of the slaughter of 
the Jewish community of Speyer.10 Emicho disregarded 
their plea and inspirited his army with the spirit of 
with the cause: “Let us take vengeance upon the Jews 
first! We shall wipe them out as a nation so that Israel’s 
name will be mentioned no more or let them like us 
and acknowledge Christ.”11 
 The army found support from the local 
population when they opened the gates for the 
invading force.12 Emicho’s army confronted these Jews, 
who sought protection in the Archbishop Ruthard’s 
palace, the burgrave’s compound, and the priest’s 
courtyard.13 After forcing the Jews to choose between 
conversion and death, many chose to die at their own 
hands. Thus, the army found many  
self-sacrificed Jews in the palace and the courtyard.14 

The army’s rampage was not finished; more Jews were 
hiding elsewhere in the city. There were those who 
hid in their homes or in the homes of sympathetic 
Christian neighbors.15 These Jews were also sought out, 
killed or forcibly converted, and their houses looted.16 
 At the end of the day, the success of Emicho’s 
army was apparent, even in the face of the provisions 
provided to protect the Jewish people from the 
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crusading party, the violent attack on the city of Mainz 
rid the city of at least six hundred Jews, while the rest 
were forcefully baptized.17 The conclusion of Emicho’s 
army happens in mid-June 1096, roughly a month 
after the attack on Mainz, when Emicho’s army was 
fatally defeated by the Hungarians before ever stepping 
foot in the Middle East.18 After being prevented from 
entering the Kingdom of Hungary at the Innsbruck 
border, the army was thus instructed to besiege the 
fortress with little success. A delegation was then sent 
into the Hungarian town but before their return to the 
camp, Emicho caught wind of a conspiracy against him 
by this four-man delegation. In response to the threat 
of a coup, Emicho fled.  Shortly after he was followed 
by many of his knights also in retreat. Thomas and 
Clarembold and the others who survived the battle 
and their flight from the Hungarians fled to Carinthia 
to join the other crusading forces heading toward 
Jerusalem.  Count Emicho followed lead his followers 
along the royal highway to the Rhineland in retreat, 
leaving his looted treasures and his chance to visit 
Jerusalem in Hungary.
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Appalachian America has a relationship with 
the coal industry that is simultaneously embittered and 
cherished, with the state of West Virginia seeing some 
of the worst that coal mining has to offer. While it is 
certainly the case that coal mining has kept families fed 
and with a sense of financial security for generations, 
its sheer ruthlessness and often blatant disregard for 
human life has proven continuously fatal, leaving 
countless families with broken hearts and empty 
stomachs. While coal mining today is certainly no safe 
occupation, the levels of safety and security that are 
now in place were not always what one could expect 
when entering the industry. In fact, the decades of 
forbiddance from unionization, disturbingly hazardous 
work conditions, and incredibly fragile work security 
that miners faced gave birth to an unprecedented 
surge in support of labor rights, as well as against the 
exploitation that miners faced on a daily basis. The 
early twentieth century was certainly a time of mass 
labor struggles, and the mines of West Virginia finally 
came to experience the movement that had evaded 
them for some time,
clashing intellectually and physically with mine 
authorities. The Battle of Blair Mountain, fought
in Logan County, West Virginia in 1921 came to 
represent a stand against the historic mistreatment 
of miners, as well as a landmark event in the historic 
struggle of the labor movement, all fueled by a shared 
class and regional identity.
 The United Mine Workers (UMW) Union 
was founded in 1890, and almost immediately mine 
companies in Appalachia began inserting non-union 
clauses in mineworkers’ contracts. Under these 
clauses, joining or forming a union or attempting to 
collectivize a labor struggle in any way was grounds 

“Dyin’ to Make a Livin’ ” 1 : The Battle of Blair 
Mountain- Appalachia’s Moment in the Labor 
Movement
Jerrick L. Allen

for the immediate termination of one’s employment. 
Mother Jones, a prominent labor figure and ever-
notable in the history of labor in the U.S., came to 
West Virginia shortly thereafter, calling for immediate 
unionization. Subsequently, approximately 3,000 
miners chose to unionize which led to the immediate 
termination of those answerable to the mines. A 
private detective agency was then hired by seniormost 
mine officials, who tasked detectives with overseeing 
the eviction of terminated miners and their families. 
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Introduction
As time moves forward, past events become 

blurred in memory. People vary in the ways they 
choose to remember and honor our history. On 
September 11, 2001, the United States lost 2,977 
civilian lives in a terrorist attack by Al Qaeda. Since 
2001, the United States government has made many 
decisions aimed to protect those on United States 
soil. To prevent an attack like this happening again, 
historians evaluate how to remember and learn from 
September 11. Learning from the past prepares people 
for the future. To educate future generations, middle 
school and high school teachers must provide students 
with valuable lesson plans about September 11. In 
middle school and high school classrooms around the 
country, the process and content used to teach the 
terrorist attacks of September 11 has evolved over 
the past twenty years from relying mostly on personal 
accounts of the event to help students understand how 
and why September 11 happened the way it did.

Initial Reactions 
Tuesday, September 11, 2001, began like any 

other school day. Students around the country gathered 
in their classrooms as they adjusted to the start of 
a new year. For schools mostly on the East Coast, 
students and teachers were getting settled in for the 
day, just as the first plane, American 11, hit the north 
tower of the World Trade Center at 8:46am.1 News 
spread quickly, as some teachers flicked on the nearest 
television to watch what had happened. Initially, most 
people thought that the plane crash was some sort 
of accident. However, less than twenty minutes later, 
Flight 175 crashed into the south tower of the World 
Trade Center.2 Panic set in as teachers, administrators, 
and parents realized this might not be an accident but 
an attack. Schools are left with a decision: what do we 

September 11th in the Classroom
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on the terrorist attack that had taken place at the 
World Trade Center in 1993, but this attack was on a 
much bigger scale.10 While concerned about their own 
friends and family members working in or around 
the World Trade Center, Love, Rutledge, and Klotz 
remember worrying about their students more than 
anything.

As the day continued, Love remembers many 
parents coming to pick up their children from Chapin 
school. However, because many parents had been 
working in downtown New York City, they came 
to retrieve their children covered in ashes. Chapin 
school needed staff members to retrieve children from 
their classrooms and bring them outside of the school 
to their parents, to protect the children from seeing 
their friends’ parents covered in ashes. There was no 
school the next day as teachers, students, and parents 
attempted to recover. However, Love remembers her 
school trying to get back to normal as soon as possible. 
When school reopened, while some conversations 
centered around the attacks, Love remembers 
attempting to create an environment that served as an 
escape from the chaos of the world.11 When reflecting 
on the days after September 11, Klotz recalls wanting 
to take care of her students more than anything.12 
Mental health was not as commonly discussed in 2001, 
but Klotz remembers being concerned with each of 
her individual student’s needs, because each student was 
affected differently.13 Rutledge stated that her students 
all had vastly different experiences although they had 
sat next to each other in class.14 School was the only 
aspect of life that remained the same. Klotz, Rutledge, 
and Love strived to make The Chapin School a safe 
place. 

In the days following the attacks, the American 
people only had some information about who caused 
the terrorist attacks. Love remembers trying to answer 
her students’ questions in the best way possible, 
without creating panic.15 In 2001, it was more difficult 
to receive constant news updates than it is now. People 
received the majority of their news from television 
news channels, word of mouth, or what they saw or 
experienced with their own eyes. Koltz’s students had 
lots of difficult questions, and she remembers working 
to make sure they were not jumping to assumptions 
about the Muslim community because Islamophobia 
was at a high.
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years, teachers have discussed the events of the day 
and their own personal experience of September 
11. However, because the events of September 11 
and the ensuing War on Terror have largely not been 
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lessons. Ettinger notes that, “the recent past may not 
be taught at the introductory levels with the same 
depth as other key moments.”37 While high school 
students may be taught history from the twentieth 
century, more recent events in the twenty-first century 
may be touched upon only briefly, without the in-
depth analysis provided for other historical content. 
Teachers are left to decide how to integrate September 
11 into the curriculum. Ettinger decided to try four 
techniques, chronology, film, maps and newspapers, 
and news briefings to properly teach September 11 to 
the post-September 11 generation.38 Through tracking 
his students’ responses to the lessons, he concluded, 
“to teach the politics of the post-September 11 wars, 
instructors need to convey context and be aware of the 
students’ limited historical foreknowledge.”39 Although 
students have grown up during the post-September 
11 wars, there is no guaranteed that they pay attention 
to, much less understand, current events or politics. To 
properly teach September 11, teachers must include as 
much context as possible. 

Ten years after the terrorist attacks on 
September 11, many students have a limited knowledge 
of September 11, it’s causes, and aftermath. Students 
had grown up in the post-September 11 era and had 
been exposed to the effects of September 11. Yet, they 
primarily been educated through personal accounts 
and memory. As educators developed resources to help 
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Overall, the counterterrorism lesson plan helps high 
school students explore counterterrorism actions taken 
by President Obama’s administration ten years after 
September 11.47

Scholastic Articles are another resource that 
teachers commonly use to aid their lessons. One titled, 
“From Terror to Hope,” by Kristen Lewis, provides an 
inspiring story of one girl’s escape from her school in 
New York City on September 11 and her thoughts 
on the attack in the days following.48 Because the 
girl, Helaina, in the article is around the same age 
as the students reading, students should be able to 
envision themselves on September 11. After learning 
about Helaina’s experience, Lewis states, “A group of 
terrorists called Al Qaeda had hijacked four planes. 
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Reagan’s first term, the Department of State to the 
Embassy in Haiti advised Americans in Haiti to “avoid 
promiscuous sexual behavior, illegal IV drug use and to 
use blood or blood products only in a lifesaving 
situation.” Though at the time it was considered a “rare 
disease”, it was still considered risky enough to avoid.24 
The CDC was also working hard on programs to 
reduce risky behaviors related to AIDS. By 1985, the 
CDC was reasonably certain of how exactly HIV was 
spreading, and so created a plan to stop it. The plan was 
to reduce HIV transmission in urban areas by “hiring 
teams of people, educating at risk populations of urban 
areas, testing them for antibodies, and counseling them 
on ways to prevent further spread.” This plan would 
have cost an estimated $37 million, which Dr. Francis 
and others at the CDC felt was a considerable but 
necessary sum to deal with the growing health crisis. 
This allotment was, however, entirely denied, in such a 
manner that Dr. Francis and other CDC officials 
working on AIDS understood to mean “[l]ook pretty 
and do as little as you can.” That is, researchers from the 
CDC working on the AIDS crisis were to not put too 
much effort or funding into the work they were doing 
as it had been deemed low-priority. Indeed, 
underfunding of HIV/AIDS issues was a common 
complaint among researchers and activists.25 
 This perspective on funding was contrasted 
with the position of Margaret Heckler, Reagan’s 
Secretary of Health and Human Services, who said in a 
2006 interview “we could not have gained anything 
more by increasing the cash expenditures… this was 
not a problem that money could solve; it was a 
problem that the scientists could solve.”26 It is 
important to remember that the Religious Right was 
not only not only concerned with the religious aspect 
of their name, but that they were not the only 
conservative faction in Reagan’s ear. In addition, 
“Reagan’s key advisors generally tried to insulate the 
president from religious activists.” That’s not to say 
evangelicals were not “enjoying unprecedented access 
to the presidency and the White House”, just that they 
were not Reagan’s only concern.27 1984 was an 
election year, and Reagan intended to stay, and to do so 
meant not making too many waves in the direction of 
evangelicals and being branded a zealot. Reagan’s first 
priority was to the fiscal conservative notions of small 
government and supply-side economics that were 
popular with both the Religious Right and other 
conservative factions. This extended to how AIDS was 

dealt with under the Reagan administration. Members 
of his administration, Heckler included, supported his 
fiscal philosophies, driving policy in that direction. 
Heckler even says that her “first step” and “most serious 
priority” upon hearing about the advent of AIDS was 
to talk to the White House Chief of Staff because “this 
was potentially going to go over the budget.” Behind 
the scenes of the Reagan administration, AIDS was 
claimed as “the number one issue at the Department of 
Health and Human Services”, but any effort to combat 
it had to be made within the constraints of the budget-
cutting fiscal conservatism Reagan championed, which 
lay implied as the true top priority.28 
 In public, Reagan did not make a great deal of 
effort to address the crisis his subordinates were 
working on. The first time Reagan even publicly 
alluded to AIDS was in a press conference in 1985, 
where he was asked about children with AIDS being 
allowed to attend public school. Reagan stated that he 
could “understand both sides of ” the issue, despite the 
fact that AIDS was by that point almost entirely known 
not to spread through casual contact, as a way of 
hedging his bets just in case. In responding to the 
question, he did not even say the word “AIDS.”29 His 
first speech on the subject was not given until almost 
the end of his administration, in 1987. The speech, 
given to the American Foundation for AIDS Research, 
or amfAR, had Reagan touting the successes of his 
administration, including money spent on research, the 
advent of the treatment drug AZT, and the possibility 
of a vaccine very soon. He then went on to soothe 
some fears about transmission of the disease, firmly 
stating “AIDS is not a casually contagious disease,” and 
discussed administration plans regarding the disease 
going forward. One element of the public health 
response to AIDS as a sexually transmitted disease was 
sexual education for young people. In his comments on 
sexual education, Reagan said “if children are taught 
their own worth, we can expect them to treat 
themselves and others with greater respect… wherever 
you have self-respect and mutual respect, you don’t 
have drug abuse and sexual promiscuity, which of 
course are the two major causes of AIDS”. He then 
went on to say, “after there is a moral base, then you 
can discuss preventives and other scientific measures.” 
The language used here indicates that Reagan 
prioritized the imparting of moral norms above 
accurate information on sexual health. This is 
reminiscent of the family values of the Religious 
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Right. Notably, despite being disproportionately 
affected by the AIDS crisis, gay people were not 
specifically mentioned in this speech. As such, it’s 
implied that they fall under the umbrella of a “sexual 
promiscuity” that “self  respect and mutual respect” 
would prevent, which echoes the views espoused by 
Religious Right leaders like Falwell.30 
 Reagan used a presidential declaration to 
declare October 1987 AIDS Awareness and Prevention 
Month. A great deal of this declaration is the 
unsurprising brief explanation of what AIDS is, how it 
is spread, and governmental measures underway to 
prevent it from spreading forward. However, two 
paragraphs have language reminiscent of that the 
Religious Right was saying at around the same time. 
For example: 

The Surgeon General has told all Americans 
that the best way to prevent AIDS is to abstain 
from sexual activity until adulthood and then 
to restrict sex to a monogamous, faithfut<FEFF0009>>> BDC ffi11.5 0 0 11.5 66 645.6721ng 0 11.5 102 515.47aying at around the same time. two 

Religious Right was s9MC ffi/Span <</Lang (en-US)/Tffiip391s espoused 1.550n- 0
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The first two decades of the 20th century,  
the United States experienced a significant  
demographic change which would become known 
as the Great Migration. Since their emancipation 
following the conclusion of the Civil War, African 
Americans migrated throughout the south in search of 
better farming opportunities and escape from the all-
too-common threat of racial violence. The  
northern economy was primarily industrial with much 
of the labor being employed in factories and other 
urban occupations. The southern economy was almost 
entirely agrarian with few industrial jobs available in 
urban centers. African Americans were at the bottom 
of the economic and social ladder, held down by 
sharecropping and a legal system which targeted them. 
Newspapers such as the Chicago  
Defender frequently advertised the opportunities the 
north had for African Americans who made the 
journey. Similar sentiments can be observed in the 
letter’s migrants wrote home to their friends and 
families. The north offered significantly higher pa(The fir)-19.9 (st tw)40 (o decades of the 20th centur)tmffi[(f)  occupations0 11.5 66 437.472educ[(urbing244.272 8o5tw.BTffi11.5 0 0 11.S8D 2( )4ffite t25 ar)20 (ch of )]TJffiETffiEMC ffi/Span <</Lang (en-U4)/MCID 2431 >>BDC ffiBTffi11.5 0 2161.5 66 2850 (eat of racia (wmp72 Tmffi[(d (ote h )125 r)-19.9 (s.)10lththr)0.1 (ed in the )]TJffiETffiEMC ffi/Span <</Lang (en-U4)/MCID 2422 >>BDC ffiBTffi11.5 0 20 0.5 66 409.872 Tmffi[(nor)-25 (th offerh had for )80 (Afr)-45 (ican )80 (Amer)-a 99.9 (s common teduche t2 ar)20 (ch of )]TJffiETffiEMC ffi/Span <</Lang (en-U4)/MCID 2433 >>BDC ffiBTffi11.5 0 1891.5 66 258bffi[( (ar))-1t25sful.5 0 h o�.1 ur)-40 stil44.272 8o5tberdiscwas inrbinglable in 
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laws designed to use them as labor in the prison system. 
The system of convict-leasing allowed many industries 
from railway construction to  
mining, to utilize cheap coerced labor which was 
overwhelmingly composed of African Americans. 
 Vagrancy laws made convict-leasing an  
economically feasible system, contingent on  
discrimination that targeted African Americans whose 
labor, was significantly imperative to the development 
of the post-reconstruction southern economy.5 
Vagrancy laws alone did not account for all convict 
laborers. The criminal surety system  
allowed convicted individuals, often African  
Americans, to be released in the custody of  
somebody that paid their fines. African Americans were 
often arrested on “baseless charges, tried by  
a Justice of the Peace sympathetic to local  
farmer’s interest,” and required to pay fines they could 
not pay.6 African Americans were then faced with 
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Every black man for the sake of his wife and 
daughters especially should leave even at a 
financial sacrifice every spot in the south 
where his worth is not appreciated enough to 
give him the standing of a man and a citizen 
in the community. We know full well that this 
would mean a depopulation of that section 
and if it were possible we would glory in its 
accomplishment.20

The Defender reflects the rejection of the 
southern imposed position of African Americans in 
the economy and society. The north presented an 
opportunity, a chance for something different and 
new. Its advertising specifically targets the wrongs of 
southern domination over the black community. The 
rhetoric resonated with the economically and  
socially depressed African American population  
in the south. The Defender boasted social  
opportunities unheard of in the south, white  
businessmen who treated black patrons with  
respect, thriving night activities with dance halls and 
music clubs with racially mixed crowds. Perhaps most 
compelling for African Americans was fervent white 
attempts to limit the reach of the Defender. White 
attempts to limit its distribution encouraged more to 
read and believe in its narrative.21 White  
resistance to African American migration north  
illustrates how dependent the southern economy 
had become on black labor. Landowners had a real 
economic interest in keeping the black population in 
the south. 
 While it is true that some poor whites were 
also victims of the crop-lien system, most poor whites 
worked in factories which excluded black  
labor. As can be observed in South Africa at the same 
time, the white ruling class passed laws  
relegating the African population to a limited amount 
of land to force them into working in the gold and 
diamond mines for abysmally low wages with no 
alternative job prospects. The system of sharecropping 
was built upon the same principle. Tie the African 
American population to the land and make farming 
the only feasible source of income by eliminating 
all competition. The Defender directly confronted 
the system by advertising better wages and social 
opportunities for African Americans.

Part of the Defender’s campaign to  
encourage migration north by publishing stories about 

African Americans who became successful  
after moving to Chicago. In February 1915, the  
paper published a story about George W. Prince, a 
young African American man who had just finished his 
doctorate in Clinical Pharmacology.22  
Advertisements of leisure activities and social  
opportunities were certainly compelling for  
Southern African Americans to make the move north. 
However, emphasizing African Americans who could 
become doctors and hold other prestigious degrees or 
employment, showed that the north offered something 
completely absent in the south: The American Dream. 
The paper led the narrative that nowhere except in 
the north could an African American achieve the same 
level of education and opportunity as their fellow 
white citizens. Southern readers of the paper were 
acutely aware of this fact as well, with one writing 
that “The winter is about over here in the south and 
I still have a desire to seek for myself a section of this 
country where I can better my condishion (sic)...”23 
 Clearly, the Defender served as much more than 
a regular newspaper with advertisements and local 
news stories. The Defender, instead, represented a social 
movement which directly encouraged flight from the 
south. If Chicago was a beacon of hope for African 
Americans in the South, the Chicago  
Defender was a signal booster. The paper was one of the 
first black newspapers to appeal directly to the masses, 
most of whom lived in the south. During the peak of 
the Great Migration, the paper was  
publishing over 250,000 copies a week, with the large 
majority of them going directly to the south.24 
 The Defender was not the only group  
perpetuating migration north. Northern  
industrialists launched campaigns of their own to 
encourage African Americans to migrate. Through the 
employment of labor agents, northern industries would 
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served to further motivate African Americans to 
move north. It would be inaccurate to suggest that 
there were not educational opportunities and higher 
education institutions in the south, The Hampton 
Institute and Tuskegee to name a few. The leaders of 
such institutions were strongly opposed to the Great 
Migration and encouraged African Americans to 
remain on the farmland. Black flight north directly 
“repudiated the ideas upon which southern black 
elites had staked their reputations.”27 The success of 
George W. Prince would be impossible in southern 
educational institutions which operated a curriculum 
designed to keep African Americans subordinate to the 
white ruling class. Perhaps most telling about southern 
educational institutions was the name of Tuskegee’s 
school paper, The Negro Farmer and Messenger. The 
existence of these institutions was only made possible 
by will of the white ruling class. In the American south, 
the only education available to African Americans 
had to be first accepted by whites who ensured the 
curriculum would not disrupt the status quo. 
 The North presented a different path, one  
of real opportunity for migrants as well as their  
children. The Defender played on education  
inequality to encourage migration north. As part of 
their North vs. South campaign, they published  
photos of southern schools which depicted  
run-down dilapidated buildings in much need of 
repair coupled with the caption: “Jim Crow schools… 
White Board of Education refuses to appropriate 
sufficient funds for upkeep.”28 The paper showed 
African Americans the inequality they faced in the 
South, there was no prospect of a better tomorrow, 
and their children would suffer unless things changed. 
Furthermore, African Americans greatly valued 
education. Just as their grandparents had enrolled in 
Freedmen’s schools, migrants believed in the power of 
education and moved north to ensure their children 
could receive a quality education. Much to the dismay 
of Tuskegee and Hampton Institute officials who 
believed their service-based schools would suffice.29 
Although educational institutions were significantly 
better than their southern counterparts, they were not  
entirely the same as advertised. Racial discrimination 
was a real issue in the northern education system 
just as it had been in the south, especially as more 
migrants moved north. Schools in African American 
neighborhoods were not as well maintained as their 
white counterparts in white neighborhoods. They 

were often older buildings and received less education 
materials. The schools were also often too small 
with overcrowding becoming an issue in 1918 and 
continuing through the next decade. 30 Schools in 
African American neighborhoods did not employ 
African American teachers, favoring white teachers. 
Students often complained of harassment and fell 
victim to the prevailing racist ideology that African 
Americans were “inferior in most things intellectual.”31 
James R. Grossman provides an excellent description of 
the African American experience in Chicago’s school 
system.

Black children, neither as numerous nor 
presumably assimilable as immigrants, were 
simply not of major concern of Chicago 
educators. If Americanization was a central 
function of the public schools, black children 
were constituted a special case. Even the 
subnormal rooms were not created for blacks, 
but rather had been crudely adapted to deal 
with them.32

Even though schools in the north were  
nowhere near as well funded or maintained as  
white schools and their students faced racial  
discrimination, they were significantly better than 
options in the south. 
 While the Chicago Defender advertised  
opportunities in the north, letters home also proved 
to be an effective medium to disseminate information 
about the north, home to family and friends in the 
south. The process of chain-migration was made 
possible through letters and familial ties. Migrants 
would send letters home to notify their family and 
friends of job opportunities in the North. One woman 
wrote to their sister encouraging her to migrate north. 
In the letter, she spoke of job openings for their sister 
and her husband as well. She notes that thousands of 
migrants arrive every day and that housing is plentiful, 
she even offers to find her sister a place to stay until she 
can find a place she’d like to rent.33 Another migrant 
in Philadelphia writes home about the better race 
relations they experienced since moving.

“I can ride in the electric street and steam cars 
any where I get a seat. I dont care to mix with 
white what I mean I am not crazy about being 
with white folks, but if I have to pay the same 
fare I have learn to want the same acomidation 
(sic)”34
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industrial employment which was almost  
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Introduction 
 Since South Africa’s colonization in the 
seventeenth century, friction was an apparent part 
of daily life, which only escalated further after the 
introduction of slavery. These tensions grew out of a 
growing notion of superiority the Dutch and British 
felt over both the native Khoi population of South 
Africa and the slaves they brought in from Masahisa, 
Madagascar, and the East African coast. Laws were 
continually passed in Cape Town that helped regulate 
the forced labor of both of these groups. Eventually, 
sympathy was given over the harsh treatment and 
subjugation of them, especially the Khoi, as all their 
rights had been stripped away by the colonizers. 
This, among other reasons, then led to the creation 
of the South African circuit courts, a judicial system 
that would travel around to the various towns and 
hear complaints of abuse, mistreatment, subjugation, 
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to seek employment with the Dutch to earn back 
their animals. The lines between slaves and Khoi began 
blurring and the Khoi were rarely paid. Additionally, 
while technically considered a “free person”, the 
Khoi were subjected to restrictions not applied to the 
European colonizers or other people defined under 
this title.4 The restrictions and laws placed upon the 
Khoi were greatly increased after the British took over 
control of the Cape. In 1809, the British passed a series 
of laws meant to regulate the Khoi. Most notably was 
the introduction of passes along with the requirement 
of a fixed residence. These combined became the 
nail in the coffin for the Khoi’s hope of freedom and 
returning to their original way of life. Both the Khoi 
and the slaves brought into the Cape were forced to 
endure some of the most strict and brutal treatment 
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trips between towns.15 This all prohibited the courts 
from functioning as effectively as they could, as travel 
throughout the districts proved to be extremely time 
consuming and, in many cases, dangerous. Likewise, 
this inconvenience also meant that the speed at with 
justice could be delivered was often delayed, and in 
some instances, problems may have gone unaddressed 
due to the long absences the courts had throughout the 
rotation of their circuits.  
 Along with travel, the language used in the 
courts also proved to be an issue. As the population was 
diverse in the Cape, so was the ranges of languages used, 
causing translators to often be required in the courts. 
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pardon, which was granted to him.”26 This instance 
displays the paradoxical situation many slaves are put in 
through the judiciary system. Adam was able to have a 
second opinion by someone who held status within the 
court system, but despite this advice, he persisted and 
may have reaped more consequences as a result. The 
circuit court system presented the opportunity for 
justice, but in Adams case he lacked strong enough 
evidence to win. Even though he withdrew and was 
granted a pardon, the court stopped its justice after 
those on trial leave the building, indicating there is no 
proof that this indeed occurred, and Adam was not 
additionally punished by his master. In this instance, 
other factors may have been present and not recorded 
in the record, which leaves it up for interpretation 
whether there was outside pressure on Adam to drop 
the case or if he had simply accepted the fact the court 
would not provide justice in his favor and saw his 
withdraw as the safer option.  
 A common case brought to court by slaves 
involved illegal detainment and subsequent enslavement. 
One instance of this can be seen in a report between 
Apollos of Ryno Mellet and Van Helsland on 
September 26, 1826.27 Apollo brought Van Helsland to 
court stating that he was a captain’s servant on a ship 
heading from India to the Isle of France and after being 
seized by a King’s ship he was brought to the Cape and 
then sold as a slave by Van Helsland. Following this Van 
Helsland stated that Apollos had been brought to India 
in 1779 as a prisoner and that he decided to sell him at 
the Cape as punishment for stealing a sum of money. 
He continued that Apollos had attempted multiple 
times before to earn his freedom in court, however, this 
case was not ultimately brought forward as there lacked 
any significant evidence to support Apollos claims.28 In 
this instance, Apollos complaint over his illegal 
detainment did not have a sufficient foundation and did 
not deny Van Helslands claims over how he became his 
captain’s servant originally. While this report does not 
include enough information to gather any inkling of 
bias, it is safe to assume that Van Helslands statement did 
hold some truth and Apollos clear lack of evidence 
further points to this being a fair judgement. 
Additionally, no note was made regarding Apollo’s 
punishment for an insufficient claim, indicating that no 
additional harm came out of the dismissal of this case 
from a further trial beside Apollo’s continued status as 
slave.  
 In comparison, another instance of a slave being 

illegally detained can been seen through a case 
regarding a woman who entered the colony as a free 
person, but later forcibly lost this status. This complaint 
was lodged by Lucy of Petrus Michiel Brink stating that 
she arrived to the colony in 1790 from Madras with 
Widow Smit [Mrs. Peters] as a free person. Following 
Smits marriage to Mr. Klaas Peters and later passing, she 
was “carried into his service, and was afterwards sold on 
his account by the sequestrator.” 29 The Guardian 
residing over this case procured an inventory record 
taken on June 20, 1793, which was taken following Mrs. 
Peters death and did not include Lucy’s name. If her 
original statement was correct regarding how she 
entered the service of Mr. Peters, this evidence therefore 
supports her claims and the Guardian believed she had 
very a favorable chance of winning her case.30 There is 
no continued record regarding the outcomes of this 
trial, however, given the statement above, there is 
indication that Lucy was able to sufficiently support her 
claim and be given back her status as a free person. This 
report is also noteworthy as it displays that the courts 
did not try and prohibit the slaves rights to means of 
evidence to further support their claims. Moreover, they 
gave them the same rights and protocol as that for a free 
person and in this case even actively sought out 
evidence on their behalf to use in their defense. This 
then supports the notion that these courts did indeed 
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gain some say in court to allow this instance to slide as 
it was his first act of violence and carried a good 
reputation prior to this pint. However, feeling this trial 
losing its favor towards him and the high price that 
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Bezuidenhout, who resisted arrest and was later shot by 
authorities attempting to retrieve him for missing his 
court appearance regarding repeated allegations over 
his mistreatment of one of his Khoi laborer’s.43 His 
death then resulted in an uprising against British 
colonial power and their hostility against Afrikaner 
farmers, which was organized by Bezuidenhout’s 
brother, Hans Bezuidenhout, and his neighbor Hendrik 
Prinsloo. Those in the rebellion eventually surrendered 
to British forces and Hans, like his brother, was also 
shot while resisting arrest.44 The punishments for the 
rebels included acquittal, imprisonment, banishment, 
and six were sentenced to be hung.45 One of these six 
was then pardoned by the Governor, Lord Charles 
Somerset, and the rest, including Hendrik Prinsloo 
were hung. The rebels who surrendered early on were 
given more laxed punishment, while those who 
persisted in their fight longer before eventually 
surrendering received much harsher sentences. This 
may have been influenced by the lack of support these 
actions had by other frontier Boer, as well as the 
British’s own bias towards the Boers. Nonetheless, the 
rebellion was effectively stopped and those who incited 
and perpetuated it did receive a punishment based 
upon the degree at which they were guilty, thereby 
discouraging any indication of bias in letting this 
insurrection go without impunity. 
 Along with this, a notable slave revolt made it 
to the courts in 1825. The Galant slave uprising was 
orchestrated by a slave named Galant van der Caab, 
twelve other slaves and Khoisan laborers in the Koue 
Bokkeveld.46 Galant had been severely beaten by his 
master and sent to prison for discipline. He had tried to 
take his master to court three times, however, the 
authorities never took further action. This in 
combination with the 1823 proclamation from 
Governor Somerset announcing the amelioration of 
slavery, which Galant and his companions mistook for 
emancipation, ultimately sparked this revolt.47 This 
resulted in the murder of Galant’s master and two other 
whites. The slaves fled into the mountains, but were 
later caught by a Cape Town commando, where they 
were then “tried and convicted of murder resulting in 
the execution of Galant and two others.”48 Similar to 
the case above, those who participated in the revolt and 
were found guilty did received punishment suitable for 
the crimes committed. It should be noted that there 
was no mention regarding the punishment for the rest 
of the slaves and Khoisan’s captured. This revolt as a 

whole, however, could have been avoided if justice had 
been delivered originally regarding Galant’s ill-
treatment from his master.  
 Despite the differing outcomes throughout the 
circuit courts cases dealing with freedom, detainment, 
and violence, they all point to a general sense of honest 
justice present throughout the South African court 
systems, especially in regard to Khoi and slave trials. 
Similar to modern courts, the aspect of evidence played 
a major part in determining whether or not a case 
would be heard, as well as if the if the defendant would 
be found guilty. As expressed in the cases analyzed 
above, if proper evidence could be displayed, the 
enslaved person who made the claim often was able to 
successfully win. Moreover, the court did not actively 
work against them, but in some instances help procure 
evidence themselves to help bring adequate justice. 
While these examples are only as small representation 
of the thousands of cases over the years the circuit 
courts ruled over, nevertheless there is a general trend 
pointing to the larger presence of impartiality the 
judges expressed over these trials.  
 
Conclusion 
 The circuit courts, at their core, were a way to 
try and improve the lives of those living in South 
Africa, but especially those often ignored within the 
society. The courts themselves inherently failed at being 
present for the needs of all its residents, as travel heavily 
impacted their availability. British changes to the court 
system both improved the status and protection of the 
Khoi, as well as increased colonial influence. This was 
later expressed through the mandate of making English 
the official language of the courts, which ultimately led 
to some increased bias. Throughout the trials 
themselves, paternalism and reputation did affect the 
jurors and defendants views over how justice should be 
served, however, the importance of evidence did 
significantly help maintain fair rulings. While the Khoi 
and those enslaved within South Africa were rarely 
given a chance to improve their ill-fated lives, the 
circuit courts did, however, provide an opportunity that 
could lead to genuine justice.
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 After the 1917 Revolution, the haggard, 
oppressed citizens of Russia finally dared to embrace 
optimism. Trusting Bolshevik revolutionaries, 
many anticipated an egalitarian future, perhaps out 
of their reach but open for their children. But as 
leaders of the Bolshevik Party traded their high 
ideals for popular support, that future grew distant. 
Children of the revolution would come of age 
not in a classless, humanitarian society, but in an 
intense hierarchy defined by fear and controlled by 
death. Society was split between “party members” 
and “non-party members,” with members of the 
Communist Party receiving advantages in every arena 
of life, from special access to goods to prioritized 
admittance to universities. Joseph Stalin, the head of 
the Soviet Union since 1929, organized a system for 
expelling—or “purging”— members from the party 
who expressed anti-party sentiment. Following the 
assassination of Sergei Kirov in 1934, the stakes grew 
exponentially higher; with rumors circulating that 
Kirov’s killer was a fellow communist, distrust and 
paranoia grew rampant. 

Between 1934 and 1935, roughly half of the 
Party’s delegates were removed, and in 1936, the first 
Moscow Show Trial took place. Sixteen of the oldest 
and most trusted Bolshevik leaders were executed, 
having been found guilty of running a subversive sub-
organization. A witch-hunt began to weed out the 
treacherous party members who supported these 
betrayers. Rather than one’s membership being 
revoked, those   charged with supporting this group—or 
otherwise disrespecting the Party—now faced death or 
life in the GULags: the Soviet Union’s infamous labor 

Soviet GULags as Described by Solzhenitsyn  
and Ginzburg
 

Charlotte Sarchet

camps. Throughout the 1930s, 40s, and 50s, the 
GULags were home to millions. Criminals, victims of 
the Great Purge, and prisoners of war all found 
themselves contained in these inhumane prisons. 
Although many Soviet citizens lived in terror of arrest, 
the public knew few concrete facts regarding the 
camps. Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn, author of The GULAG 
Archipelago1 and Yevgenia Ginzburg, creator of Journey 
Into the Whirlwind,2 were two of the GULag’s captives who 
sought to spread knowledge through their first-hand 
experiences. Although neither author was infallible, their 
works provide priceless insight into life in the GULags. 
Respectively they each told their own story of a soldier and 
a Party intellectual, an enemy of communism and a staunch 
advocate, and a man and a woman. When read side-by-side, 
these two sources equally highlight the personal and shared 
experiences of GULag prisoners, as well as the way these 
experiences shaped their life-long beliefs. 
 Solzhenitsyn, a soldier during World War II, 
wrote about the GULags from the perspective of one 
who has lived through hardships before. Having 
experienced the German battle front, many of the 
horrors of imprisonment are softened by comparison. 
In the second chapter of The GULAG Archipelago, he 
lovingly details the “clean linen” and “cots with 
springs” in his prison cell, declaring that he “could not 
remember having slept like this during the whole 
war.”3 More tellingly, Solzhenitsyn celebrates the simple 
fact that “no shells were falling;” merely being out of 
the direct line of fire was a blessing, regardless of the 
circumstances.4 But Solzhenitsyn’s service not only 
affected his perspective on the GULag’s conditions, but 
on the political structure that placed him there. 
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Although he entered captivity with devout reverence 
for Lenin—going as far as to decree it “sacrilege to... 
call anyone on earth “Ilyich” except that one man”—, 
he was quickly losing faith in the Soviet Union.5 While 
others (Ginzburg included) remained loyal despite the 
way the system had wronged them, Solzhenitsyn 
presents the idea: “A Motherland that betrays its 
soldiers—is that really a Motherland?”6 

 Unlike Solzhenitsyn, prior to her arrest 
Ginzburg had experienced little trauma. Married to “a 
leading member of the Tatar Province Committee”7 

and working as the “assistant head of the cultural 
department”8 at an editorial office, Ginzburg had a 
comfortable life on the inside of the party. Although 
she had some doubts about Stalin, she “carefully 
concealed it even from [her]self.”9 Solemnly swearing 
that she would “die for the Party... without the slightest 
hesitation,” Ginzburg was the picture of a perfect party 
member.10 Yet, she too would become a victim of the 
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inmates who must be protected from the staff. Yet, 
despite their perceived womanly failings keeping them 
safe, even within the walls of prison societal standards 
reign; two of Ginzburg’s cellmates were often found 
“lying on their backs on the floor and pedaling in the 
air, anxious to preserve their figures.”28 

 With differing backgrounds, political views, and 
of course, sexes, Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn and Yevgenia 
Ginzburg represent a breadth of experience in the 
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 The American Revolutionary period, 
brimming with political unrest, financial instability, 
and crushing uncertainty, proved to be a turbulent 
environment for the aspiring artist. A land transitioning 
from a cluster of colonies to an autonomous nation had 
little time or funding to dedicate to the advancement 
of the arts. Yet the melodrama of war and the gravity of 
a new nation’s birth provided ample artistic inspiration, 
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Art Journal, characterizes Copley as having “loyalist 
sympathies,”13 while Jane Kamensky, in her biography 
A Revolution in Color: The World of John Singleton Copley, 
refers to the artist’s political stance as “ambivalent”14 —
an appropriate description for the man who declared: 
“Art and politics do not mix.”15 Though debate 
persists over the nature of Copley’s leanings, historians 
generally agree that the advancement of his career took 
precedence over any particular ideology.16 
 Another crucial colonial artist, Benjamin 
West, was also born in 1738. Raised in Springfield, 
Pennsylvania, West had little exposure to the fine arts.17 
As recorded by John Galt in The Life and Studies of 
Benjamin West, Esq., President of the Royal Academy of 
London (regarded as the definitive biographical work 
on West), young Benjamin West first experimented 
with art at the age of seven when he “endeavored to 
delineate a portrait” of his infant niece.18 In Quaker 
Pennsylvania, artistic expression was not an encouraged 
nor expected facet of life, but after this initial outburst 
of creativity, West became enamored. Throughout the 
next year he sketched flowers, birds, and other subjects 
which “pleased his eye,” and at the age of eight, his 
budding passion was rewarded by a gift from his cousin: 
an engraving.19 This was the first professional piece of 
artwork West had ever seen. Unlike Copley, who had 
the guidance of his stepfather, West began his career 
entirely self-taught.20  Yet, like Copley, before reaching 
the age of twenty, West was able to establish himself as 
a portrait painter. In 1758, West was commissioned to 
create a portrait of the young Thomas Mifflin, future 
governor of Pennsylvania.21 Though overshadowed by 
his later portrait of Mifflin (Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Mifflin, 
1773), this early work by West shows that the painter 
had already reached a level of proficiency surpassing 
that of the painters around him.22 This talent did not go 
unnoticed. In 1760, West embarked upon a Grand Tour 
of Italy, sponsored by William Smith and William Allen, 
the former the provost of the College of Philadelphia 
and the latter a powerful Philadelphia-based politician.23 
This tour influenced West immensely, which in turn 
influenced the course of American art. Exposure to the 
works of Renaissance painters like Titian and Raphael 
inspired West to expand beyond the safety of portraiture 
and venture into the genre of history paintings.24 
Though even after advancing past the necessity of 
portraiture, West did not fully abandon it. After his 
tutelage in Italy, West settled himself in London where 
he continued the remainder of his career. In 1764 he 

painted Mary Hopkinson, a lavish portrait featuring rich 
textures, including a pink silk gown modeled after the 
artist’s loose concept of fashion in the “orient,”25 and in 
1784, he painted Richard Price, a striking portrait of the 
famed Welsh philosopher with a bold use of chiaroscuro.26 
Decades later, West produced a portrait in 1812 of Sir 
John Eardley Wilmot, a former chief justice.27 West 
had transitioned from neoclassicism to rococo, and his 
work little reassembled his Pennsylvanian portraits of 
the 1750s; this complex, allegorical painting shows that 
portraiture is much more than a practical craft. 
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each portrays an important battle of the Revolutionary 
War, but more interestingly, each of the represented 
battles were American losses. One might question why 
Trumbull chose these specific scenes to launch his 
historical series. Goodrich adds the insight, “historical 
art inclines towards the personal and the dramatic.”34 As 
Trumbull himself was present at Bunker Hill, he likely 
did feel a personal connection to the battle, and the 
drama of both the Battle of Bunker Hill and the Battle 
of Quebec are undeniable. Though Bunker Hill had 
been a victory for the British, it was a psychological 
victory for the Americans. With twice as many British 
soldiers wounded or killed than American soldiers, this 
battle gave hope to the American public.35 Alternatively, 
the Battle of Quebec, involving a blizzard, an19.928.474948aa0a 8 >s(,)100 ( )]TJffiETffiEMh(0a 8 >s(,)100 ( )]TD 49an  (en-UMn (rrsh,R)-4c)30 (,) Montgo[(batBDC ffi562.8721 Tmffi[(victor)-30 15 (lizzar)20 (d,)100 ( an19.928.474948aa05he )]TJffiETffiEMC ffi/Span <</Lang521n-US)/MCIDpoign Tmffiadmoni5.672-UM(soldier)-19.9 (s w) 0 01.5 251.188)30 (, 60ffi[(T0 1ce hope to the )80 (Amer)-44.9 (ican pub)15 (lic)35124)]TJffiETffiEMC ffi/Span <</Lang (eyou6n-U525.3946 >>BDC6ffiBTffi6.7045 0 0 6.7045 244.61815 (lic)35ad )]TJffiETffiEMC ffi/Span <</L296.8319g521n-US>BDC ffiBTffi11.5 0 0 11.5 299.3317 673.272 Tm5al 
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in particular has become Peale’s legacy, that being his 
1779 portrait George Washington at Princeton. In this 
painting, although Peale paid homage to Thomas 
Gainsborough’s Augustus Hervey, 3rd Earl of Bristol 
through Washington’s stance, his choice of accuracy over 
idealism in the general’s proportions relates to Copley’s 
influence.53 Met with more than a warm reception, 
Peale was commissioned for dozens of recreations 
by state governments, private collectors, and foreign 
courts alike.54 The portrait demands attention even in 
the modern day, with copies still featured in Princeton 
University, The Metropolitan Museum of Art, Colonial 
Williamsburg, and the Virginia Museum of Fine Arts.55 
 The Revolutionary War severed the American 
Colonies from the British Empire, allowing ambitious 
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 Viking Age Iceland was unique for the Viking 
world. It was a land rich with natural resources but 
mostly devoid of people. When explorers and settlers 
from Scandinavia came to live there, they had a chance 
to set up their own nation in its entirety. While their 
law code was based on their familiar Scandinavian 
knowledge, over time it adapted and reflected the lives 
and beliefs of those who called Iceland home. Icelandic 
law emphasized the values of honor, Christianity, and 
balance to ensure the continuation of Icelandic society.
 According to Islendingabok and Landnamabok 
by Ari, the first settlers of Iceland came to the island 
around the year 870. Although “considerable numbers 
[of immigrants to Iceland] came from Scandinavian 
settlements in the British Isles, especially from Scotland 
and Ireland” and “some of them had Celtic wives and 
others brought Celtic slaves,” the majority of new 
settlers in Iceland were originally Norwegian.1 The 
land was fertile and rich, an ideal spot to begin a new 
nation in the Viking Age. According to Ari, who was 
writing in the early twelfth century, the reason behind 
their emigration from Norway was discontent with 
the rule of Harald Finehair (or Fairhair, depending 
on translation).2 Harald Fairhair was seen as a tyrant 
lording over Norway and creating a stronger central 
government than Icelanders were happy with.3 
 Due to the background of the Icelandic 
settlers, when setting up their new legal system, 
decentralization was a priority. Instead of a form 
of government where one person made the rules, 
Icelanders chose to set up their government so that 
all free men had a share in the ruling. Legally, any free 
Icelandic man could both bring a case to public trial 

Icy What You Did There: Values In 
the Laws of Viking Age Iceland
 

Isabel Travis

and be involved in overseeing the arbitration of cases. 
Women could also bring suit in some cases.
 According to the founding myth in 
Islendingabok, Iceland’s primary founders were 
Hrollauger, son of Rognvaldr; Ketilbjorn Ketilsson; 
Audr, daughter of Ketill Flatnose; and Helgi the 
Lean, who divided the island into quarters.4 While 
Islendingabok was written several hundred years 
after the events of its founding, Iceland’s courts were 
based on a quartering of the island. Each Quarter 
had, “three springtime assemblies held in it, each at a 
named site, except the North which should have four 
assemblies” with local chieftains presiding over cases.5 
All citizens belonged to a specific assembly based 
on their household and could utilize it to arbitrate 
disagreements and conflicts with others with their 
neighbors serving and jurors.6 
 For more serious or complex cases, there was 
the General Assembly of the Althing. The Althing was 
the court of the whole of Iceland, founded in 930.7 
The General Assembly meeting was held in summer, 
allowing as many interested parties to be present as 
possible as serious matters were discussed.8 Chieftains 
and anyone who wished to participate in the assembly 
were to arrive the Thursday before it started, though 
participants could arrive until Sunday and still have 
the ability to advocate for themself or others.9 This 
window provided a definite beginning and end to the 
window when suits could be brought forward while 
still allowing for some leeway to those who might be 
interested in involving themself in a court case but ran 
into trouble on the road.
 The man who presided over the General 
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Assembly was called the Lawspeaker. He was an 
elected official who served a three-year term.10 His 
most notable job was to orally recite the laws of 
Iceland at the General Assembly. This was considered 
incredibly important. Should he not know the laws 
“so extensively that no one knows them much more 
extensively” he was “to arrange a meeting in the 
preceding twenty-four hours with five or more legal 
experts, those from whom he can learn most…”11 
The Lawspeaker had to be very well studied on the 
law in order to do his job properly. He also “told 
men what the law was when asked, made official 
announcements, presided at meetings of the Law 
Council, led the procession to the places he ap-pointed 
for the sessions of the Quarter Courts.”12 In exchange 
for his service, the Lawspeaker was given “a fee and a 
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After that both of them kept a large 
following of warriors. Eirik had the 
support of Styr and Eyjolf of Sviney, 
Thorbjorn Vifilsson and the sons of 
Thorbrand of Alftafjord, while Thord 
Bellower and Thorgeir of Hitardal, 
Aslak of Langadal and his son Illugi 
gave their support to Thorgest. Eirik 
and his companions were sentenced to 
outlawry at the Thorsnes Assembly. He 
made his ship ready in Eiriksvog and 
Eyjolf hid him in Dimunarvog while 
Thorgest and his men searched the 
islands for him.30

  
 This conflict is an example of the type of 
dangerous escalation the laws of Iceland are most 
meant to avoid. Both parties in the initial conflict have 
gained allies and gone to arms to solve the problem. 
Several men, including two of Thorgest’s sons, were 
killed in the resulting violence. By eliminating the 
party found more at fault, the conflict would die down 
without anyone else dying. This provides the impetus 
for Eirik to travel abroad and settle Greenland. 
 An interesting contrast to this is found in Egil’s 
Saga. At a few points of Egil’s Saga, the concept of 
outlawry from Norway becomes a plot point. At one 
point, “King Eirik declared Egil an outlaw throughout 
Norway, whom anyone might kill with impunity.”31 
Later, under King Hakon, the king ordered “that 
Thorstein should either undertake the journey or 
else be made an outlaw.”32 These are Icelandic sagas, 
not Norwegian ones, but they do show a difference 
in perceptions of the methods of law in Norway 
and Iceland from the Icelanders’ view. In Egil’s Saga, 
Norwegian outlawry was declared unilaterally by the 
king in response to a perceived threat or personal 
disagreement with the subject. This is very different 
from Iceland’s outlawry, where one has to be charged 
with a crime and tried in front of his neighbors to 
be declared outlaw. Since Norway was likely the 
main country Icelanders hailed from, this puts into 
perspective the deliberate changes Icelanders made 
from their original homeland’s legal code and the 
decentralization of authority to favor a more balanced 
method of rule. 
 Another primary theme in Icelandic law hod of rule. 
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if they wished, but it would be punishable 
by lesser outlawry if witnesses could be 
produced. And a few years later, these 
heathen provisions were abolished, like the 
others.42

 
 In the time between conversion in 1000 and 
the Gragas being transcribed in the twelfth century, 
there was more emphasis placed on Christianity as the 
required dominant religion of Iceland, as mentioned 
with the removal of “heathen provisions.” By the 
time the Gragas was transcribed, Icelandic policy was 
that people were “not to worship heathen beings.”43 
The penalty for such a crime was lesser outlawry. The 
same penalty went for those who practiced “spells 
or witchcraft or magic” or “[fell] into a berserker’s 
frenzy.”44 However, if the magic used was black sorcery, 
described as “if through his words or his magic a man 
brings about the sickness or death of livestock or 
people,” the penalty was full outlawry.45 Magic was 
consistently considered publicly taboo and illegal from 
the point of conversion on.
 As the penalties for magic remained the same, 
it is likely that the “heathen provisions” referred to 
were those allowing for the exposure of infants and 
eating of horse flesh. The Gragas’s definition of meat 
states that “meat is what comes from slaughtering cattle, 
sheep, goats, and pigs.” Horses are specifically excluded 
as meat animals here to the point that “if a pig gets into 
horse meat, it is to be kept for three months but starved 
to shed its flesh and then fattened for three months.”46 
A similar but longer procedure is supposed to be done 
if the pig eats human flesh, implying that the Christian 
taboo against eating horse meat was in a similar vein as 
eating human meat. Other forbidden animals included 
“dogs, foxes, and cats” along with “beasts with claws” 
and “carrion birds.” Though there were no guidelines 
on what to do to another animal that ate one of them, 
it signaled their priority as slightly lower than horses.47 
The penalty for eating any of these animals was lesser 
outlawry.
 The exemption allowing for the exposure of 
infants was even more heavily revoked. With Christian 
conversion, baptism became a top priority, and 
deliberately exposing an infant instead of baptizing 
them would have likely netted several religious charges 
on top of simple murder. The now-Christian Icelanders 
saw baptism of infants, especially sickly infants, to be of 
top priority. While under pagan law, a child might be 

exposed for physical disabilities, the second law on record 
in the Gragas (behind only “all people in this country 
must be Christian and put their trust in one God, Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost”) is “Every child that is born is to 
be brought for baptism at the first opportunity, however 
deformed it may be.”48 If the child was close to death, 
certain elements of the baptism could be expedited for 
time, just in case. In a specific turn of events, the priest is 
traveling and comes across a child in need of baptizing, 
“he lawfully administers baptism if he administers it at 
the nearest church-farm, provided the child is not sick.”49 
This might be some walking, so the child must be healthy 
enough to endure the journey. However, “if the child is 
sick, it is to be baptized at the first place where water is to 
be had.”50 If the child was not even well enough to wait to 
find a priest, a layman could even do a baptism with any 
water he had on hand, and then have a priest check his 
work.51 This was a dramatic turn from allowing unwanted 
infants to be exposed without ceremony, to prioritizing 
the spiritual needs of an ill child above the convenience of 
an important adult in society, regardless of if the child itself 
is desirable, in order to officially make it a Christian and 
provide the rights that come with that status. 
 The requirement of baptism was seen as a civic 
duty, where if one man was unavailable, another needed 
to step in. Should someone with the responsibility to take 
the child to be baptized- a long list, including the “natural 
heir” of the child, the householder of the place the child 
was born, any other men living in the house, or any other 
persons living nearby- did not do so, they were to be 
given the penalty of lesser outlawry.52 If the priest had 
made a decision that prevented him from baptizing a child 
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from him or shares living quarters with him is liable 
to full outlawry.”60 A priest who shirked his duty was 
opening all of his congregants up to spiritual harm, 
a crime that made him liable for heavy punishment. 
The salvation of souls was at stake, along with the 
harmony of the community. Laws regarding priests, 
like the other Christian laws, allowed for the Church 
to maintain a continued, unifying presence in Iceland 
with no interruptions of the important gathering times 
or salvation rituals.   
 Icelanders sought to break away from 
their Scandinavian roots when forming their own 
country. Instead of a monarchy, they chose a to 
build a democracy. With everyone living so closely 
together, both geographically and in relation to each 
other, traditions had to adapt into a more practical, 
less immediately violent form of resolving conflicts. 
Over time, Icelandic law code emphasized the values 
of Christianity, personal reputation and honor, and 
balanced judgement.
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man refuses boat or passage when asked, he is fined 
three marks.”55 This penalty is substantially less than 
the same situation but with a newborn instead of a 
corpse, demonstrating that it was considered more 
important to achieve a baptism than a funeral. This may 
be at least in part due to the fact that a child that died 
without the proper rite of baptism could not be given 
the proper rites of death or buried in the churchyard, 
which was considered a fate worse than death.
 The role of the Church in Iceland was 
structural as well as personal. In addition to handling 
ceremonies around life’s most vulnerable moments, 
like birth and death, it also acted as a unifying factor 
with rules of its own. In order to fulfil its administrative 
function, these rules kept the Church running from 
year to year. For example, every adult person with the 
means to do so was required to pay an annual tithe. The 
tithe was based on one’s property value, not including 
property in debt, to support a dependent, belonging 
to a dependent, belonging to a needy person, or used 
to work for the Church like vestment and books.56 
Interestingly, this tithe was self-assessed, with the tithe-
payer swearing an oath they were paying the proper 
amount, in another example of honor intermingled 
with Christianity.57 The tithes collected were used to 
help the needy and support the Church administrative 
costs. It was divided into quarters, with a quarter each 
going to the needy, the bishop, the individual churches, 
and the priests at those churches.58 A good portion of 
the tithe was in goods like cloth for clothing or incense 
and wood for the church.59 The tithes allowed for the 
churches to remain open without producing a physical 
good to be sold and to protect the needy.
 It was also important to have clear rules on 
how individual churches were run. The holding of a 
church-farm was an honorable but expensive matter. 
For one, the priest’s full job produced no tangible 
produce, so he had nothing to trade but his work. As 
such, he had to be fed and provided for by whosoever 
church-farm he was attached to. He also had to be 
trained, a tall order when few Icelanders had the 
skills required to learn to speak and read in Latin, let 
alone a teenager who would be contracted into the 
trade. The priest would then stay at the church for 
which he was ordained for most of his life, as he was 
unable to leave without permission from the bishop 
of his quarter. Should he choose to flee, he was “to be 
claimed in the same way as slaves” and “the churchman 
who receives him into his home or hears services 
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