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 As we wrap up another year in the department, we have yet more personnel changes to reflect on.  Con-
gratulations first of all to Adam Parker on securing tenure and promotion to Associate Professor.  Getting tenure 
is by far the biggest and most important personnel decision in the career of any faculty member.  Way to go, 
Adam!   
 
You might recall from the last issue that this year saw the departure of Eric Stahlberg, the amazing force behind 
the institution’s way-cool, interdisciplinary Computational Science program for the past several years.  We ea-
gerly await the arrival of the new provost this summer, so that we can work with him to help chart a course for 
computational science at Witt for the future.  In part to help cover some of the courses that Eric taught for our 
department, we got permission to hire a full-time visiting professor for the next two or three years.  As in most 
other sectors, the academic job market is very tight right now.  This worked to our advantage, as there were zil-
lions of highly-qualified candidates in the pool.  We picked the absolute best of the bunch for Wittenberg: Flavia 
Sancier, a fabulous applied math specialist from Brazil.  I’m sure you’ll read more about her in an upcoming is-
sue.  We’re all tremendously excited about her addition to our departmental faculty. 
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Last fall, Wittenberg Computer Science students made news with their incredible showing at the ACM-ICPC (see last 
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FACULTY NOTES 

Doug Andrews:  Between the new math hire and replacing Sharon and personnel reviews for three tenure-track col-
leagues and all the other usual chair duties, I haven’t made as much time for my own professional development this past 
semester.  And going to the big stat meetings in Vancouver last summer busted my travel funds for the year, so for the 
first time ever I won’t make it to the biannual US Conference on Teaching Statistics, nor to the annual Joint Statistics 
Meetings this year.  But I’ve been invited by Project NExT to lead workshops for new math faculty members who are 
assigned to teach statistics courses, and that will be at MathFest in Lexington in August.  Also over the summer I’ll take 
another week-long bike trip with friends, this year in Wisconsin.  And hopefully I’ll have some time to write up the de-
partment’s four-year assessment report, and to spend some time overhauling our non-majors intro stat course.  And tak-
ing care of the bees and my prairie, and hiking with my partner’s family in the mountains of North Carolina, of 
course.  Should be fun.... 
 
Steve Bogaerts:  I am happy to report that Brian Shelburne, Kyle Burke, and I were officially named "early adopters" of 
the NSF/TCPP Curriculum Initiative on Parallel and Distributed Computing.  This honor fits perfectly with our ongoing 
work in the NSF-sponsored Accelerators to Applications (A2A) project, in which we are developing modules on parallel 
and distributed computing (PDC) for integration throughout our curriculum. To date, we have already used such modules 
in a variety of courses, from upper-level required courses even down to Comp 121: Computing in the Arts and Sciences! 
It is very exciting to examine PDC concepts in level-appropriate ways throughout the curriculum. 
 
As early adopters, we have earned a role in the development 
of the NSF/TCPP core curriculum for PDC, to be integrated 
throughout the undergraduate computer science curriculum. 
This is an ongoing effort involving representatives from 
about 30 institutions nationwide. Our first face-to-face inter-
action with our colleagues will be in mid-May, at which time 
I will attend the First NSF/TCPP Workshop on Parallel and 
Distributed Computing Education as part of the 25th IEEE 
International Parallel & Distributed Processing Symposium. 
At the workshop I will present our efforts in PDC integration, 
and discuss how they align with the proposed core curricu-
lum. There will also be a roundtable discussion to improve 
the proposed curriculum. This is excellent publicity for Wit-
tenberg as a leader in cutting-edge computer science educa-
tion. 
 
Bill Higgins: In January, I attended the Joint Mathematics Meetings in New Orleans.  While there I served as a judge for 
the undergraduate student poster session and assisted with its administration.  The poster session is organized by 
the MAA Committee on Undergraduate Student Activities and Chapters, on which I have served for about a year. As 
part of the duties for that committee, I coordinated the MAA Diversity Initiative program to help departments, via travel 
grants, send students from underrepresented groups to the joint mathematics meetings.  In New Orleans, I also attended a 
meeting of the editorial board of the MAA Text book series on which I continue to serve. 
  
This spring, my wife Aparna (who teaches math at the Univ. of Dayton) and I took three Wittenberg students - Savannah 
Kiser, Alec Biehl, and Alex Griffith - to the Ohio Section MAA Meeting at Youngstown State University.  Alex gave a 
talk during the contributed paper session related to some of the work he has been doing under the direction of Dr. 
Parker.  Savannah, Alec and Alex took part in the Leo Schneider Student Mathematical Competition and placed 9th 
among 24 teams from around Ohio - a result they can be proud of. 
  
This fall at Wittenberg, part of my teaching load will be teaching two sections of Calculus 1.  In one of those sections, 
Patricia Bergstrom will be serving as a Supplemental Instruction Leader.  (Students from the other Calc 1 section will be 
encouraged to take part in the sessions she holds as well.)  The SI Leader program encourages collaborative learning 
among students.  It has been active on campus for about 6 years and was used in a few courses in our department over 

Doug Andrews, Sharon Shambaugh, Brian Shelburne, Steve 

Bogaerts, and Adam Parker at the department baby shower for 

Kyle and Olivia (and Thea) Burke.   
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FACULTY NOTES (CONTINUED) 

the last couple of years.  SI Leaders have been used on other campuses since the 1970's and the program has had a great 
track record at improving student learning.  I hope we have similar success at Wittenberg this fall. 
 
Al Stickney:  I'm writing this the day before 2011 Commencement.  Once again, we have a great group of seniors gradu-
ating.  This has been a very good year for the department.  I imagine you'll read about it elsewhere in this Newsletter, but 
we've had an unusually successful year in 3 separate student math competitions:  The Four College Contest, the Putnam 
Exam, and the Leo Schneider Competition at the Spring Meeting of the Ohio Math Association.  Also, in case the editor 
(Adam Parker) forgets to mention it, he was just recently granted tenure along with promotion to Associate Professor.  
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ALUMNI NOTES 

Susan (Rose) Finster (comp major ’85) left Max Detweiler Corp recently and is now working for Pallas Systems, a 
start-up company in the NextEdge technology park outside Springfield.  Pallas makes a crazy-sounding high-tech multi-
function analysis tool that can be used to test electronics used in radar, communications, radio, navigation systems and 
vehicles.  Here’s how Susan describes it: “Essentially they have a sealed box with a computer inside and a lot of attach-
ments on the top. You plug in some sensors, tell the computer what you want it to be, and it uses software to process the 
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ALUMNI NEWS (CONTINUED) 

other analysts on my team, are responsible for tracking major business metrics for pretty much all areas of the company 
(e.g., Scheduling, Maintenance, Sales, Crew Support).  It’s a position that actually had a Masters in Math listed as a 
'Desired Qualification', and although it’s more along the lines of logic, critical thinking, stats and sub-calculus math, 
there are some occasions that I get the opportunity to apply some more advanced topics; one of the managers in my 
group tried to get me to apply the Stable Marriage Problem (which my Masters thesis was on) to a scheduling problem 
we were having.  It's an interesting, very intense job, but it's nice to be in a position where I'm applying a lot of the skills 
I learned in college and grad school.” 
 
Amanda Furness (math major, comp minor, ’10): is a first-year grad student in the math PhD program at Indiana 
University, so far taking classes and studying for her qualifying exams.  After this year, she will have a few TA duties 
and will begin to do research in her third year. 

MAJOR NEWS 

Kim Mowrey (math major ‘11) will be moving to Houston TX for a job as a marketing analyst for Reynolds and Rey-
nolds after graduation. 
 
Kelly Foley (cosc minor ’11) will be attending graduate school at Oregon State University. She will be working to-
wards a masters in Water Resources Policy and Management. 
 
This summer, Alaina Engdahl (cosc minor ‘13) will be doing bioinformatics research for the University of Michigan 
College of Pharmacy.  She will be helping expand and improve the Binding MOAD, which is a database of high quality 
protein-ligand structures. 
  
This summer Shelby Cummings (math major, cosc minor ‘13)  will 
be participating in the RUSIS summer research project at Rice univer-
sity .  For the first few weeks she will be taking courses in Probability, 
Stochastic Processes, and Statistical Inferences.  For the remainder of 
the program, she will work on a more independent research project with 
the help of a professor at Rice. 
 
After graduation, Alex Sitarik (math major ’11) will be entering the 
Masters Program in Biostatistics at the University of Michigan with full 
funding.  This year she completed her honors project “ Evaluating the 
Consistency of Gene Set Sources for Use in Pathway Analysis ” under 
the direction of Dr. Andrews.  This was a continuation of work started 
at her summer REU at Hope College.  Two of her papers will appear in 
the proceedings of the 17th Genetic Analysis Workshop held last year 
in Boston.   
 
Christa Snyder (math minor ‘11) had her poster “Analyzing Methylated Arginines Using Capillary Electrophoresis 
and Laser Induced Fluorescence Detection” win a national Young Scientist Award from the Analytical Sciences Digital 
Library. 
 
Alex Griffith (math major, cosc minor ‘11) will take a position with Northrop Grumman in Baltimore, MD after 
graduation.  This spring he completed his honors thesis, “The Effect of Register Taps in the SAT-based Cryptanalysis 
of Stream Ciphers” under the direction of Dr. Parker.  This was a continuation of work started at a joint REU between 
Northern Kentucky University and the University of Cincinnati.  He’s submitted a paper based on his research to the 
Selected Areas in Cryptography (SAC) Workshop series in Toronto, Canada. 
 
Susannah Engdahl (math minor, cosc minor ‘13)  published “Peano on Wronskians—A Translation” in the MAA 
Journal Loci:Convergence this spring.  This was joint work with Dr. Parker and was an extension of the new Culture 
and Languages Across the Curriculum (CLAC) initiative at Wittenberg.   
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