
Her time includes living in Balti-
more working for Healthcare for 
the Homeless, for a one year 
commitment.  “I may pursue 
graduate school after that but at 
this point I am excited to be doing 
social justice work.” 
     Gretchen Fisk was accepted 
into attending the Masters sociol-
ogy program at Cleveland State 
University.  
     If we inadvertently neglected 
someone, we apologize. Please 
share your post-Wittenberg plans 
and ambitions for our next issue.  

Plans for 2004 Graduates 

Updates on Sociology Alumni 
2003 Grads 

Special points of   
interest inside this 

issue: 

�xCarnegie’s Newest 
Addition 

�xWittenberg’s Lat-
est Sociology Col-
loquium... 

�xFaculty Publica-
tions and Travels  

S o c i o l o g y  
D e p a r t m e n t  
W i t t e n b e r g  
U n i v e r s i t y  

“Now I actually get to do 
more than just complain 

about the problem.”  
-Brandon Stanfill 

     Katie Martin, after taking some 
time off for a cross-country road 
trip—destination Los Angeles—will 
head back to the Bluegrass State 
to complete a masters program in 
applied sociology where she has a 
teaching assistantship at the Uni-
versity of Louisville. After 
that…“the world is her oyster.” 
Katie was also accepted in the 
graduate programs at Temple Uni-
versity and Purdue University.  
Katie astutely judged that Univer-
sity of Louisville had the best ap-
plied sociology program.  
     Bri Barclay will attend Florida 
International University to pursue 
her Masters and then Ph.D. in 
comparative sociology, focusing on 
cultural and gender studies. She 
has a teaching assistantship with a 
goal to become a college professor 
which she says, “seems like a ga-
zillion years away.” 
     Brandon Stanfill will be working 
for Teach For America. He will be 

teaching in the inner city of 
Newark, New Jersey with chil-
dren from poverty ridden 
neighborhoods. This opportunity 
means a lot to him because, as 
he says, “I truly feel strongly 
about the problems surrounding 
our education system in this 
country. Now I actually get to 
do more than just complain 
about the problem.” After his 
two year commitment, he will 
either go on to law school or 
grad school.  
     Jessica Stephens will begin a 
masters degree at the Ohio 
State University in the School of 
Social Work this fall. 
     John Nelson is working full 
time in the family property man-
agement business, Nelson &  
Associates. He is on his way to 
becoming a property manager. 
     Emily Richardson will be 
helping with the Lutheran Vol-
unteer Corps for the next year. 

2002 Grads 
 

     Annie Wagganer will be 
teaching orphans in Uganda 
this July as a volunteer.  Then 
she will start as a teaching 
assistant in the Masters sociol-
ogy program at the University 
of South Florida in Tampa. 
 
     Kevin Hooker just finished 
his fist year at the University 
of Michigan’s Masters of Social 
Work program.  After receiv-
ing his MSW he is considering 
continuing at U of M for his 
joint  Ph.D. in social work and 
sociology. 



     Early in April four students, ac-
companied by Dr. Keith Doubt 
made the short trip to Cleveland for 
the North Central Sociological Asso-
ciation’s Annual Conference.  Bran-
don Stanfill, Katie Martin, Jamie 
Shampine, and Bri Barclay each 
presented an abbreviated version of 
their senior thesis presentations. 
Dr. Doubt was presented two of his 
papers at the conference as well. 
     Being a conference for graduate 
students and faculty, the four stu-

dents were a bit intimidated at first 
to learn they would be presenting 
alongside those much longer in-
volved in the field longer than they 
themselves were. However, they 
each quickly realized the depart-
ment had prepared them well, and 
all gave outstanding presentations.  
Several compliments were heard 
throughout the weekend on behalf 
of the seniors and their impressive 
research. 

     Welcome initiates of Alpha 
Kappa Delta, Wittenberg’s own 
Sociology Honor Society.  To all of 
you who were in attendance, 
thank you for your patience. The 
ceremony was not as smooth as 
other years, but besides list mix-
ups and food mishaps, the cere-
mony went without a hitch!  Con-
gratulations to the following induc-
tees: Leigh Abbott, Erica 
Beckstedt, Brenda Chomiuk, Erin 
Cruze, Nicole DiLaura, Sarah 
Fassler, Gretchen Fisk, Natalie 
Hess, Jennifer Ingwalson, Michael 
Lute, Melissa Moser, Elizabeth Nar-

cho, Lindsey Newton, Deana Nowa-
kowski, Jalyn Parks, Charlie Steed, 
Amanda Topham, Blake Troxel, Dr. 
Keisha Warren, Katie Westlund, Oc-
tavia Williams, and Kristen Zelenka.           
     A congratulations is also in order 
for the following members who are 
graduating this spring, along with 
several of their new inductee peers: 
Bri Barclay, Emily Richardson, 
Ruthie Rodelander, Erica Rosian, 
Jamie Shampine, Brandon Stanfill, 
and Jessica Stephens.  
     The teal cords worn by the sen-
iors signifies their membership into 
this honor society.  Congratulations! 

     This April, Emily Richardson and 
Ruthie Rodelander traveled to Indi-
ana University-Purdue University 
Indianapolis (IUPUI) to present 
their senior thesis work at the Na-
tional Conference on Undergradu-



     Wow! What an amazing year 
for presentations. Not only did the 
presentations go well for the stu-
dents, the whole two days were 
enjoyable for all those in atten-
dance.  The morning of February 

the 24th started off with eight 
presenters, followed by a lunch, 
catered by the Sociology faculty at 
the Black Culture House.  The sec-
ond group of five then gave their 
presentations before breaking for 

Page 3 ingful integration. However, several 
suggestions were ma de4rega rding 
time usage and the level of faculty 
involvement.   
     W he n a sked  to de scri be  wha t  
came  to mi nd  whe n the y th ought 
a bout the department (the cl asses, 
fa culty,  etc)  the 4responses of the 
seniors va ried, but we re over-
whel mi ngl y po si ti ve:  “enco ura g i ng 
and dive rse ,  insightful, e nthusi a stic, 
use f ul , 4no t cohe rent, e xtreme l y 
educational, intere sting,  adve ntur-
ous, eye-opening to problems in 
socie t y,  va rie t y of  top ics,  commi t -
te d profe ssors, bette r tha n med io-
cre, inte re sting le arning,  enlighte n-
i n g, moti va ti ng, supporti ve,  prepa -
rative (for grad school), welcoming 
and knowle dgeable  g roup. 
     I n cl o si ng ,  D r.  B roi d y a sked  the 
students, i n groups,  to determi ne 
the top strengths a nd weaknesses 
of the department.  The ma jority of 
strengths focuse d on “the quality 
a nd student orientation of the fa c-
ul ty.”  The majori ty of the  we ak-
nes ses  fo cu sed  i n cl ud ed  “ t he p h ys i -
cal  envi ronment for progra m,  a nd 
on the i ntern al orga ni za ti on a nd 
unity of the de partme nt.” 

wa y th e soci ol og y d e p a rtment wa s  
run.  The four objectives of the 
a ftern oon were to: 
     (1) to  determi ne student  vi ews 
on whether the major's se ni or the -
sis requirement should continue, 
cea se,  or be revi sed to better pro-
vi de  a ca pstone for the ma jor;  
     (2) to ga ug e the  ex tent t o 
which students believe the se nior 
thesis requirement provi des a 
me ans for i nte grating the pro-
gram's learning; 
     (3) dete rmi ne  the  le ve l of  stu-
d ent sati sfa cti on wi th the qual i ty 
a nd  quanti ty of i n ternshi p s/

practi ca and colloquia;  
     (4) a nd  to u ncove r  
the extent to whi ch  
students are  sa ti sfi ed 
that thei r Soci ol ogy 
ma jor progra m meets 
thei r e xpe ctati ons a nd 
hopes for tha t pro-
gram. 
     Ove r a l l, th e  s t u-
dents fel t the senior 
thesi s wa s a worth-
while experience and 
helped bring what they 
had learned from va ri-
ous classes i n a me an-

     Immedi ately foll owing the Se n-
i or Thesi s P resenta ti ons, the so ci -
ology se niors participated i n a fo-
cu s group. The goa l  was to l e t the  




